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NEWS OF THE DAY.
i

THE WAR.

Roger A. Pryor, now a private soldier in the
Confederate army, but formerly o Robel Generil, was
oaptured on Friday last, by the Fifth Corps plckets, o
the Aray of tho Potomac, while sttempting to exchange
papers with our piutm,}nd has beon brought to Waeh-
dngton and committed to the Old Capitol Prison. Pryor
~waa taken in retallation for the repent capture of Capt.
Buarbridge, by the Rebel plekets, under similar cirfum.
stances, and olaims that Gen. Lea ordered tho release
of Burbridge on Saturdsy. But the latter Las, sinoe
tho eapture of P'ryor. been diemissed the armny, for dis-
’obrylu‘ the order forbidding the exchange of papers
with the enemy, and Pryor will possibly not regain his
freedom on this plea.

From Nashville we léarn that nothing has
‘besn beard from Hood's urmy sinee Monday evening,
4ue wires being down; but we have intelligence that
Hood made an aasaulit on our works at Columbia, south
«©f Duck River, on Saturday, and suffered a disastrons
gepulse. A swall portion of thy Rebel cavalry had suc-
oeedad in croasing Duck River, but nothing material
has thus far been ncoomplished by the enemy. Except
dor préparation for exigencies which may arise, there is

~po foundation in the rumor of the evacuation of John-

sonvills, The | mpression gains ground that Hood will
mttempt something in eoliperation with Breckinridge;
Sut the Union authorities regard the present situstlon
ms very satisfactory.

The telegraph gives us confused reports of
» raid upon the Baltimore and Okio Railroad fu West
Virginis. Tt isstated that the little village of New
Ureek was burned on Monday, aud that in an attack
mpon Pisdmont the Rebols were worated. The affair
sloes not appear to have been impartant. .

Boston advices state that Mrs. S8arah Hutch-
08 of Baltimore, who was recently convicted of giving
aid and eomfort to the Rebels, 1s now in the Fitchburg
Wlouse of Correction, under sentence of five years' im-

t.

Nrom New-Orleans, we learn that an expe-
Aition, organized by Gen. Dailey, eaptured on the 16th
Jnat. & company of Tehels at Barren Bridge, Western

*' Florida, with a number of small arms.

The Chambersburg Repository of Nov. 20 states
ghat Gen. Cadwellader will assume cowmmand in place
wf Gen. Conoh, sssigaed to daty with Gea. Thomas.

GENERAL NEWS,

The denths in New-York during the past week
were 440—121 men, 71 women, 127 boys and 121 glris—
.an inorease of 36 mpon the mortality of the previous
‘week, and a decrease of 79 s compared with the mor
wality of the corresponding week of 1863, Of the de-
eeased 212 were children under five years of age. The
amortality by the principal discases were as follows:
QCounsumption, 69; infantile convulsions, H; inflamma-
tion of the Inngs, 39; scarlet fever, 20, eroup, 20; small
@ox, 19; typhoid fover, 1%; infantile marasmus, 18
‘diptherite, 18; diseass of heart, 10; denths from external
canses, 27; among which sre reported 4 premature
"birtks. B E.mtm‘d. and 10 killed by accident. There
rwore 40 deatbs in the institutions, and 33 interments in
Potter's Field.

R A rough-looking individual was arrested on
Sanday, near Ferrisburgh, Vi, for putting obstructions
«on the track of the Rutland aud Burlington Rallroad.
(He was taken to Middiebury and lodged in jall, and
shore putan end to Lis operations, and Limselt out of
Jthe world, by a sefimposed hanging. He gave his
mame a8 Francia O'Harane; said he was from Canada;
ghat he was ope of the 5t. Albans raiders; that he
(baused the railroad necident of Thorsday morsing be:
‘gween FPittaford and Erandon, and ,that he was acting
wnder “ Confederate suthority." No papers were found
wpon him. It is belleved that be wis crary, *

A meeting of the Council and various Boards
of the Citizens' Association of New-York was held last
;ight ut the rooms of the Association, No, 813 Broad-

“-way, when sn iuteresting report was read by R. B
Roosevelt, esq., of the operstions of the aseociation
during the past year aud the plan of its future opers-
tioms. Reporta were also received from the various
Bureans of the Associstion. Mr. Sturgis esq., occon:
cpied the chair. After some pleasant discussion the
ameoting adjourned to discuss an excellent suppor gro-
wided by the Executive Commitioe.

There was a moeting last evening at Ste-
wens'dTall, corner of Forty-seventlhost. and Broadway,
mnder the suspices of e Cltirens' Association, to ratify
tbe nominstions of Nathen C. Ely for Alderman, Jobn
W. Brockborn for Councilman, John Wheeter for Sekool
Commissioner, and DIir. Hobert Stewart fur School
| Trustes. Mr. Ely wus present, and made a brlef ad.
dross, and speeches were also wade by Messrs. Ward,

(who waa in the chair,) Townsend, Forrester, Durtiett
and Wittenburg.

The steamer Dudley Buck arrived at this port
yosterday morning, from Newbern, N. C., with the
Captain and crew of the schooner James L. Strauss,
swhich sailed from Philadelpbin for Fortress Monroe on
4be 16th inst., and foundered at ses in s north-west
gale on the 27th, Dy the Dudley Buck wo lave The
' Nerth Cerolina Twmes of the 27th, coutaluing a list of
deaths from yellow fever and other epidemics, and an
mccount of the great conflagration.

Two more arrests were made yesterday ¢f
mmwnf complieity with the recent hotel

The men wers Southerncrs. At the
JProvost-Marshal's office the registration of refugees
goos oa briskly. They are evidently couvinced that the
mew order means business.

A meeting was held at the Cooper Institute
/1ast evening, to take preliminary steps to form a New-
York Bolentifio Association. Dr. Griscom, Messrs,
Desturnell, Minthorn, Prol. Seeley, Judge Daly and
_ others addressed the meeting, which adjourned 1o Wed-

mesday next.
The British mail steamship Delta arrived at
Halitax on Tuceday from 8t. Thomas the 20th

.and Bermodas the 26tk ust. Tbe blockade-runner Arm-
strong arrived at Bermuds on the 15th inst.

The returns of the Presidential election in
Pennsylvania are stisl incomplete, owing to the delay
ooossioned by the extension of time cousequent upon
#the law allowing soldiers to vote.

The French man-of-war Adines, Commander
fMiot, arrived at Fortress Monroe on Mondsy afternoon.
i Gold has been strong all day, opening at 233 and

up to 336§, From this polnt, under fsvorable military
» from Oen. Thomas, (he rase foll 1 333, Tho abeence of

positive adviess from Oen. Sherman, sided by & largs short
interest and groat cuss in money. koeps the market very
steady. Stocks are irregular, Government sacuritios did not

rmalutain the extrame advance. At the veduced quotations,
there win o large demand, and prices aftar the Hosrd pallied
materially. At the Fublic [osrd prices wera weak, and st
the Second Board no recovery was shown. Movey ls sbund-
sut st 7 4% cent, aud few loaus aro made at less.
ﬂ

The Board of Canvassers of this Stato met at
Albany yesterday and completed tho counting
of the vote for Presidential Electors. The
whole vote for Senatorial or Electors at large
averages thus:

For Union Eleotors. .......... 363,606
For Dewocratic Eleetors. ... 361,933

Union majority.... 6,623
The count for State officers and Congress will
probably be made to-day. The electors meet at
Albany on Wednesday next to cast their votes
for President and Vice-President.

A correspondent, who was a fellow-passengar
with Mr. Joseph Parker, the bearer of the Peace
Memorial from England, uriderstands our ar-
ticlo of yesterday as doubting that that person
had any sich Memorial in charge. e misun-
derstands us,  Our object was to call attention
to the fact that this emissary from Great Britain
hias sean proper, for reasons best known to him-
Limself or those who sent him, to appear among
1s on g0 public and important an errand under
a feigned name. As our correspondent spenks
of Mr, Barker os known as Mr. Parker on board
the steamer, it is clear that the alias is not, 8s
was supposed, & mistake of the telegraph.

The Commercial has o Washington letter,

which says:

 Tudge Lewis is spoken of as the probable sacoessor
of Mr. Bates, He war the only chief of bureau in the
Treasnry Depariment who did not aspouse the cause of Mr.
Chase lost Spring, and he hins always enjoyed the confi-
dence of Mr. Lioooln.™

If such are Judge Lowis's most notable rec-
ommendations, we venture to predict that he
will not be appointed Attorney-General,

OUR NEXT CHIEF-JUATICE.

We presume our readers sufliciently intelli-
gent to place little emphasis on the gossip from
day to day telegraphed from Washington
respecting prospective appointments to im-
portant stations. The corsespondents, we
doubt not, mean to state facts; but they must
perforce send such information as they can pick
np; and this is inevitably unsubstantial. If the
President had already decided—as we think he
has not—on the nominations to be made to the
Sonate next week or later, e would naturally
keep his choice to himsclf, o as at onee to avoid
fruitless remonstrances and leave himself, up to
the last moment, perfectly free to clange,
should reasons for so doing tranzpire prior to
the meeting of Congress.  We judge, therefore,
that those who gravely telegraph from Wash-
ington that * Mr. Chase’s chances are im-
proving," ** Mr. Chase's nomination is now
impossible,” &e,, &o., eimply réecho the gossip
of the Washington hotels, set afloat by men
who know just as much of the matter in ques-
tign as we do—that is, nothing at all.

Yet we hope for the appointment of Gov.
(*hase a8 the successor of Chief-Justice Tansy,
not because we know anything of the Presi-
dent's predilections, but beeause of the manifest
fitness of such appointment, and bocamse of the
general recognition of that fitness, 17 all those
whose clioice in the premises is worth consid aring
ware consulted to-morrow, and euch by Limself
asked to name the mau who mfght to e Chief-
Justice, an sbselute mujority would respoud,
¢ 8almon P, Chase.’

Why!

Because Mr. Chase, beside being an es-
perienced and eminent lawyer, aud ouv of the
very ablest of our public men, who has filled in
succession the posts of U. 8. Senator, Governor
of Obio, (twice eleated,) Renator again,snd Sec-
retary of the Treasury, is known to be thoroughly
imbued with the understanding sad love of thal
spirit of Impartial Justice and Liberty which i
destined henceforth to gunide the policy and
govern the jurisprudence of our Union. Am.
bitious and nspiring az Le has been aecounted,
no man believes that he would etrike hands with
the Slave Power for any office or dignity on
earth. He chose to be known as an Abolitionist
when to Le so known was to renounes the hope
of ever emerging from a despised and powefless
minority. Among those who might be made
Chief-Justice, he is the man most eertain
to infuse into our National jurisprodence
the bencficent spirit . of  Freedom for
All Others  may falter ;  even the
Nation may temporarily relapse into her old
idolatry of brutal Force, of guilty Gaing but
Gov. Chase must die a8 he has lived, the cham-
pion and expositor of the new spirit which
{lashed forth from the burning interior of bow.
barded Sumter and gleamed from the gory hreasts
of the Massachusetts volunteers so treacherously
butehered in the insurgent streets of Baltimore.
Nothing would give the country such firm, well-
grounded assurance that the revolution which is
visibly ridding our land of Slavery will nover
go backward as the appointment of Balmon P.
Chase to the first seat on the beuch of the
Supreme Court.

In eaying this, we cast no reflection on any
of the strong and true men whose names have
recently been connected with this post. We
can well afford to admit that they are all able
jurists and worthy citizens. Yet no one will con-
tend that any of them surpnsses Mr, Chase in
legal or general ability, while all will admit
that, in the anti-Slavery cause, Mr. C.is an
older if not a better goldier than any competi-
tor. The radical change in our laws about to
be effected by the pending amendment of the
Federal Constitution invites, if it does not abso-
lutely require, a change in the spirit of their
judicial exposition. The mew wine should
be put in new bottles. With Balmon
P. Chase in the geat of John Mar-
shall, we should confidently hopo that all
lingering traces of that spirit of caste which has
80 long been the bane and the shame of our pol-
ity, would be banished to the moles and thebats,
snd the rule of Impartisl Fresdom be thoroughly
inaugurated.

We do not know how these considerations
strike the President, but we ase oonfident that

that body faithfully to * advise” the Exooutive
with regard to this important appoinlinent.

————

OUR CHARTER ELECTION NEXT
WEEK—DUTY OF THE CITI-
ZENS' ASSOCIATION.

It is not to be disgnised that efforta will prob-
ably be made this Winter by eertain corrupt in-
torests at Albany to do away with all represent-
ative op elective government on Manhattan
Island, under the pretext that this is the only
conrsa which can remedy the admitted evils of
our City Government. In any such remedy,
we give public notice, we can have no faith, re-
garding it as belonging to that class of * reme-
dios” which are said to be ‘‘worss than the
disease.” Wheneder our citizens choose to re-
form their municipal government, it is in their
power to doso; and, until they take the fow sim-
ple and easy steps neceseary to this end, the fair
presumption isthat they like to be mis-governed,
liko to be over-taxed, like to haya swarms of the
basest harpies fattening on their plunder, and
like to be represented in both Doards of the
Common Council by such as have held
the power of our local government during
the last half-dozen years, 8o long as owr
citizgens, having the power in their hands
to remedy all those matters, fail to do
g0, we are opposed to any interference
from Albany—first, from n deep-rooted conyies
tion that the Albany appoiutess would be no
better, practically, than the men they would
displace; secondly, becauso citizens who neglect
their duties as sheh deserve to be over-taxed
and punished; and, thirdly, because any inter-
forence on the part # the Union majority of the
State can only tend to rivet more firmly the
hold of the Democratic party upon the great
mass of onr eitizens, Any reform, to be efti-
eacious, valuable or permanent, must be carried
ont by compelling the intelligent and respecta-
ble of our fellow-citizens to know their rights,
soe their wrongs, and tuke the steps essential to
having justice done to their nwnintorests, Any
less reform than this—aty 1oetended * reform,”
imported ready-made from the foul atmosphere
of the Albany Lobby—can only prove, if at-
temypted, so much additional capital for the
Democratic party in all future years, not only
in this eity, but througheut the entire country.

If the gentlemen composing the Citizens' As-
sociafion will act wisely and with disinterested
motives, they can redeem more than one-half of
our Common Council pext month from the
clutches of the corruptioniats and lobby-leaders
of both parties.  Above TFourteenth-st.,
there is no good reason why they ehould not—
with the help and sympathy they now Lave in
both the Democratic and Republican partics—
eloct every single candidate for Alderman and
Councilman at the Charter LElection to be held
on the first Tuesday of next ‘Decomber,  And
evén below Fourteenth-st., they have strong-
holds in the old:fashioned respectability of the
Ninth, Tenth and o fow other Warls, if they
will only exercise discretion in the matter of
nominating or indorsing candidates for eity
offices, Evenin the worst districts—as in the
First uand Third Aldermanic—they have the
weapons of viotory placed ready at their com-
mand in the notoriously bad and disgraceful
charactor of at least two of the Democratic
nominees in those districts, if they only know
how to use them. It surely canuot be ahard
tack to prove to Saue votors that men
only known to the fame of our polico aud
military reports as baggage-smashers, l---un?;\:
swindlers, gamblers, fancy men, emigrant-plun-
\q!m-r.a, nud the accomplices of bounty jumpers,
pickpockets, and house-breakers, are not the
proper kind of men to represent the intervsts of
their respective distriets in the Common Coun.
|eil. Iu these lower Wards and against such
candidates, the Citizens' Association should
make no nominations of their own, but should
pick out the strongest and most respectabls of
the other Democratic eandidates in the field,
and give to them theirindorsement and support.
[ In the Third Aldermanie District there is, we
[ know, a vers respectable merchast—a whole-
sale painter and glagier, we believe—in Demo-
eratic momination, and certain to be elected if
the Citizens' Associntion will only give him
their countenance. IHow it is in the First Dis-
trict wa have a3 yet no precise information
further than this—that there is now, or will be
in avery few days, a Democratic nominee in
the field for whom citizens of intelligence and
respectability may safely cast their votes. For
\he Unionists in these lower Wards there s but
the slimmest posiible chance: four Democratic
nominees haying run last month for Assembly,
in the Third Distriot, against one Unionist now-
inee, and yet one of the four Democrats was
elected! In the First District, the odds are still
heavier in favor of the Democracy, aud there-
fora it is that we counsel both the Citizens'
Assoviation and the Unionista who are so
unhappy 88 to live in our first eight Wards to
support any decent, honest and popular man
who may be presented by any active and strong
organization of the Democratic party, This
sams advice will hold good for all other styongly
Democratic Wards, such as the 11th, 17th, &e.
Weo must take the best mon we can get when
wa cannot exactly get the men we want,

THE CAMPAIGN IN TENNESSEE.

Tha movements of Daauregard in Toennessee
are discussed in some quarters aa if they bore &
resemblance, in purpie or in detail, to the
campaign of SBherman in Georgia. But the
truth is no two military operations could be
more unlike. The single point of similarity ia
in the progressof both armies through a hostile
country, In every other respect, and in the re-.
gults which they will reach, these armies are
wido a3 the poles apart,

Gen. Sherman, having completely outwitted his
antagonist, hias started upon a campaign meant to
utilize his previons successes.. Beauregard,
Laving bean outwitted, and having been loft &
hundred and fifty miles to the rear, seeks to
cover up his inferiority in goneralship, to stone
for the defeats of his predecessor, and to vindi-
cate his own title tojcommand, by an aggreasive
campaign. Gen. 8herman is following the bent

his judgment. Beauregard is oboying the die-

tho Schate feels thoir foree. Aud we look to

tates of militarv nocessity, and is adyancing inte

Tennesseo bacause he,must do something. Gen.
Sherman marches at tho head of a victorious
army, and advances with the prostige of sucoess,
and the encouragement of previous good fortune,
Beauregard gathers together the romains of
force that has been beaten in ton pitohed bat-
tles, and finds his best inspiration in their
despair, Gen. Sherman is sweeping through a
country which contains no organized forco that
can oppose him. Beauregard cautiously feels
his way over gronnd every mile of which is
disputed by a vigilant and veteran army, equal
in numbers to his own. Gen. Sherman ia
marching toward his base; Beauregard away
m his, The former directa his march whither
his own judgment points; the latter is forced to
consult the motions of his opponent, Wa might
pursup the contrast to any extent, but the case
is summed up in the statement: that Sherman
has all chances in his favor and Beauregard all
chances against him, i

Keeping these circumatances in mind, readers
will estimate at their due value the accounts of
the Rebel advanco through Central Tenngssee.
Beanregard has delayed so long in Northern
Alabama that ho has eaten up the country and
must attempt something in another direction.
To retreat woull be to acknowedge that the
Confoderaoy was capable neither of defenso
nor of attack: so he advances. He resorts
to the sole strategy which his circum-
stances  permit, and threatening Nashville
by o demonstration to the North, does,
at  the same time, by extending his
march Westward, obliga Gon. Thomas to seerm
to fall back in order to keep his army still be-
tween Nashyille and the onemy which threatens
it. Deauregard was at Columbia, on Duck
River, forty miles south of Nashville, on the 26th,
and at that point made a vain attempt to cross
tho river. ‘Thomas retiring from Pulaski lind
reaehied Columbia in‘time to intercept his ad-
vorsary, and go far as the telegraph affords us
nows, matters seem to be once more at & dead
lock, and Beanregard foiled in his purpose.  We
shall, doubtless, have reports of further demon-
strations, The large force of cavalry, under
Forrest, which forms an important partof Beaure-
eard’s army, and which is eatimated as high as
14,000 mon, will endeavor to operate on the
communieatiogs of Nashville, and will make
more or leas troublo, But that sort of work
may pass for what it is worth. It is sometimes
vexatious, but it is always indecisive. The
strugglo is to be between the infantry forces of
Thomas and of Beauregard, and the latter must
not merely defeat, but must destroy, the anng
which opposes him, bafore he can hope to con-
trol any considerabls poriion of Tennesavce, or
svon to menace Nashville,

REBEL BMAVAGERY,

Whoen the world hears of the late attempt to
burn the City of New-York, it will not fail to
mark the peculiarly fiondish elements of the
conspiracy.  Under ondinary cirowmnstanees, an
mn, the refuge of the weary and unsuspecting
traveler, has o character which shoulil protect
it from the torch of the incendisry, as if it were
a hospital.  Jhut our great hotels are full of fum-
tlins, of women aml of children gathered togeth-
or under s single roof—of those very classes to
which, when they are in a beleaguored eity, fair
warning and opportunity of escape is given by a
besivging general before beginning his bombard-
ment. This wide-reaching crime, {rom which
God has delivered us, would have Bhen, if con-
summated, an ageregate of hideous assassina-
tions, clogely resembling those committed by
the Indian Thugs in wore particulars than one.
The exigencigs of war—and they must always
be numerous and painful—have drivenus to
nothing approximating in all that is horrible to
tha seene which this city would, but for the
morciful interposition of Divine Providence,
have presented. The very thought of what
wns, on that memorable night, but too ;-rul-ab!r-,
must send a thrill of horror through the hearts
of the most stolid.  The plot can never be for-
gotten. It will ocoupy a marked place in the
pages of history, and the recital of its meditated
atrogities, for years to come, will keep its pro-
joctors in a pillory of continuous execration.

And yet their wickedness, so startling on ac-
count of its novelty, is no greater, perliaps not
so great, ns the absolutely barbarous manner in
which the Confuederates have tteated their ed-
oral prisoners of war, It is hard to write with
even decent aud dignified modoeration of the
suffurings of our captivt soldiers, It is impos-
sible, without erimsoning with righteous wrath,
to road of the filth, the fever, the fstering
wounds, the sickness, the starvation, the sharp
and gure mortality which makes a Confederate
prison far more dreadful to our soldiers than the
most hotly contested field,  These hames have
extorted from the Rebel physicians themselves
continual protests, the repetition of whichshows
shat remonstrances bve been at least inade-
quately heeded. These evidences ol ernelty and
neglect are enough of themselves to prove that
Loth are without excuase, since it%s not to be
supposed that these surgeons would ask of their
government that which they knew it was im.
possible to grant. Neither can there be any
pretense of rotalintion,  Public opinion would
not permit us to maltreat our prisoners, even
if there existed any official inclination to do 8o.

Now, with these facts before them—and how
easy it would be to add to their number!—we
hope, when our foreign critica ngain take oc-
casion to expatiste npon the uuuatural cruelty
of this war, that they will be good enough to
state upon which side, in their opinion, the want

for the truth to shame these slanderers into
something liko decency. It is time that the
distortion of facts, and the deduction from them
of malicious and obativate libels, met with some-
thing like a check from the moral sense of man-
kind. All the world is interested in the sup-
presslon of the shameful criticism to which we
have been subjected; for althongh it may be
our turn to-day, to-morrow soflle other and per-
haps fardistant people may be made the ob.
Joot of like calumnies, The comity of nations
is not merely an idle phrase. Publio reputa-
tion is quite a8 important, quite a3 much in

of his own genius and obeying the diotates ofpneed of bhonest judgment, quite aa sacred

in the eyes of all intelligent observers, as

private oharacter; sad The "l‘ﬂ Times hng

. .

of nature and of humanity exists, It is time

no more right to lie about ua in the mass than
it has to lioabout ua individually. We perfectly
understand the full import of the words which
wo are using when we speak thus plainly. A
foreign observer, who soes no shame ina war
waged for the publicly-avowed purpose of per-
potuating Slavery—no crime in a treason ntterly
causeless, or for whioh no valid cause has thus
{ar been assigned—no barbarism in murdering
prisoners by inches instead of mereifully putting
them to death at onee—nothing but ordinary
rotaliation in a plot to burn thousands of women
and children in their beds—a critic who finds in
al theso iniquities no reason for even the mildest
censure, confesses by his silence, or by hisstam-
mering extenuations, that he is prejudiced, or in-
terested, or malicious. There is no room for argu-
ment. Thereis noquestion for debate. Theitera-
tion of a fow thresdbare plrases and stale insinua-
tions amounts to nothing. The member of
Parliament who has, or who thinks he has an
interest in promoting the Slaveholders' Rebel-
lion, may rise in his place, may hem and haw,
may stutter and sophisticate and insinuate to
some purpose for a night or & week; but he
really changes nothing; he does not make seces-
sion a virtue nor the seceder a patriot. And as
if those who have undertaken to carry a bad
cause upon their shoulders were not already
dreadfully overloaded, they must now find room
for one of the most diabolical projects of the
age; and whereas they have found excuses for
murder and treason and man-owning, they
must now invent some pretty subteriuge by
which to make the attempted conflagration
of a great city an act of commendable bravery
and of righteous retribution, They are welcome
totryit! Lot them seek in their repertory of
soft words for a neat and mild one which can be
twisted into an application fi tted to their presen
embarassing  emergency! Let them exert
themselves to show that we ourselves brought
this great peril to our own doors!—that we are
more fortunate than deserving!—that the Guy
Fawkesos of Mr, Davis did not, after all,the inno

cent ereatures ! effect what they attempted, and
that if they had effected it, they were duly pro-
voked and are not to be severely consured ! The
charitable ingenuity which has already been so
strenuously exerted in softening Confederate
crimes, and in exaggerating Federal failure, has
now o fairer field for its exercise, Not man-g
stealing, nor murder, nor theft, nor perjury, nor
brutal cruelty are now to be argued into sone-
thing like virtue; but here is a hellish scheme
worthy of the glibbest lawyer-logic of the lead-
ing columns! Tho devil himself never had a
better opportunity of making the worse appear
the better reason!

But if this same old whine of apology is to be
persisted in, lot us hear no more from newspa-
pars printed in England, or from borough-
mongers prosing in Parliament, of Bepoy cruel-
ties, of Chinese treacheries, of Kaflir erimes!
Fighting is fighting, bombarding is bombard-
ing, and besieging is besieging; but sending
spies, in the garb of civiliaus, into the enemy's
¢ities to fire them under gover of the night, and
to doom a sleeping population to the most fright-
ful of deaths—this is a feature of war skin to
poisoning wells, and to like strokes of military
genins, Something of the old African nature,
which kindles villages that cattle may be con-
veniently stolen, must have been transmitted,
perhaps through concubinage, to the Confede-
rite lenders, If so, the relationship must be a
remote one, and the blood debased by mixture.
An ordinary slave would shrink from such a
crimo, We were told that emancipation would
bring terror; but when our houses are to be
burned, the torches are applicd by the hands of
the lordly and superior race, This opeus a fine
fisld for speculation, which we leave to the
shrewd and learnod ‘pro-8lavery ethnologists,

THE ENGLISII PRESN ON THE CAP-
TURE OF THE FLORIDA,

The English papers are, of course, in a blaze
of excitement over the capture of the Floridg.
They are almost unanimons in denouncing, in
the strongest terms, the conduet of Capt. Col-
lins. Only The Daily News thinks it due to fair-
ness to defer the expression of ita own opiuion
until it shall reccive the account of the Union
officers, and compare it with the statements
made by the captain of the Florida, and by the
Brazilians. It adds, however, that if the ae-
connts which have appeared in the English
papers are ubstantially true,

—*the captain of the Wachusett has done his Govera
ment wore injury than it was in the power of the whole
Coplederate Navy to do, by committing & lawleas out
rage for which it will bnvo to give satisfaction. The
:.;L-l of maritime law ns to the rights of nenirals are
too plain, and the interests of all maritime powers in
madntaining them wo evident, to admit of any eontro-
yersy 08 soon e the facte have boen ascertained; uor is
there any doubt of the Ianguage which every Englhh
Journalist will kold on the subject.”

The Star, suplﬁauing that the substantial cor-
rectness of the reports cannot be doubted, is
equally emphatic in condemniyg the act:

* There can be no doubt ss to the main facts neces
wiry for forming n junlﬁurnt upon the ocenriepee.,
T'hint Judgment can only be that s very groas violation
of neutrality has been committad by the United States
erulser, which we sinceraly hope the United States
Governmegt wili ropudiste, and offer to iaail what-
e;nr sutiafaction sy be necessary to atone for the
wifenae,

It rofers to its well-known symputhy with the

cange of the Union, and adds:

“And tm-luly bocnuse we belisve the cause of the
North to be that of humanity, do we utterly condomn
that departure from the principles of eivilization which
is tnvolved in the infraction of the neutrality of Drazil.
T'o contomn the rights of nsmall State because it cannit
retaliate, is the sama principle which leads the sluve-
holder to trample on the rights of the nogro beoanse he
connot retaliste, 1t is the principle of brute force con-
atituting right, which of all pations the Kepublie of the
United States ought to pepudiate, Tho nation is strong
enough to wait for the uughlu of thess orulsers in dus
form, The triumph of the Kearsarge loat none of ita
Golut frum the previous career of the vietim, and we
know nothing whict conld o raise the reputation of the
Giovernment of the United States among its friends in
Europe as o prompt offer of reparation to Hraail for this
41 1o and unp wd 1 Wa

é_lmllar aroe the remarks of The Spectator, a
paper which has also unwaveringly been on the

wide of the Union. It says:

“ A more astounding violation of the law of nations
was never conmitted, and we esanot doubt that the sct
will ba repudiated at once by l-lrafl‘al;wln, and full

repar Brazils.,
wm.ﬂ:r. &"f..-‘;.i:" e}b:nh- North lllﬂl'imu lihirl:
ot lhrp eriticlams d"l‘lﬂ.l
:ﬂinhmuudm'ﬂh&.

The Times thinks that S
-t story, 8 haa now resched us suthenti
m&u&gawam Jun;:.nlud cu:-:n:

4 n made

b ek b A pirwtioal deeds of oivilised nation.

It presumes, however, that

pursuit of a fiying enemy within the jurisdiofion
Htate, ‘have mrkhﬁ of excuss, m‘.:

thori

& mtm m.lr 'm_lﬂ oveon conjeoture what
In another article The Times thinks that this
act, if palliated or eondoned by Lincoln’s Gov-
ernment,

—" will henceforth en extin

part of the United Stebes bo- sousl by
commeree of wny natlon with whiol
war, since the precedeut will establish
right to pursuo and destroy every such veseel, w
;lzr:..‘-’-c the port iu which she may mknhu'er or sup-

The Manchester Guardian also speculates on
the case in which the United States Govern-
ment should uphold ** the wefarous conduct of
thoir officer.” “They will not escape,” it
thinks,

—*the reprohation of the civilized world, and th
he greatly mistaken if they think that the nnln::lrlzg!
foitara of eateem will not involve some practical conss-
yuences which it will ullimately be hard to bear,”

The Morning Post has some misgivings re-
specting the decision the United States Govern-
went will arrive at, and argues at length that
the outrags should not be permitted to pass wh-
noticed by other powers. The maritime powers
of Europe, in its opinion, should make at Wash-
ington such representations as would secure re-
dress to Braail,
The Herald, the organ of the Tories, isof
course very bellicose in ita comment. It
tirreatens a joint interforence of the European
powers, **not only for the sake of humanity,
but for their own security.”

The Saturday Review ig more insulting than
threatening, It says:

*There is raason to fear that the American Govern-
mant will be blind to every considsration but the quali-
fication of their eager deéire to capture o vessel which
has been scarcely less formidable than the'Alahama.
« o« o« & " Jf the ship is at once restored, with
such apologies and
Brazilian nation, the

wer om the
&.rm the

y may bo ut
[ the

reparations &8 are possible, (o the
4 United States may be con-
sidered to have finally elecied to_ enter inte
the common brotherkood ™ of nations. If the prize
is retained and the captofs rewarded, the ouly
possible conclusion will be that the country of Mr, Lin-
culn prefors an indopendent pirntical position of Ler
own to the mutual benefits and restraints of the law of
uations, The choice which she has now to make may
b more momentons in it intliene the nttitude of
other Governments tow, her dogen Federal
victories on the prospeets of the war; and, if rpul-r
pasaion or the deitberate policy of short sighted leaders
should sanoticn the wroug that hns been done, it will
be remembered, long after Federnls and Confederates
shall have ceased to fight, that there s oue among tha
most powerful nations of the world that has no measurs
of internationnd righy excopt tho strength or weakness
of its adversary.” .

Another of the weeklies, The London Reviow,
nses language even more abusive and offensive.
It has long ceased *‘to be eurprised at any ras-
cality” committed by the Unitad States Gov-
ernment, which has ** put to shame the compar-
atively fesble crimes of the late Kipg Bomba
of Naples." The Federal * Wur‘l of Honor"
given by Consul Wilson had ** two advantages.
It assured the Governor, apd it was not binding
on the Wachusett.” A long article of this strips
is concluded with this vituperation:

“We are not in the lesst surprised. Wa have
watched ghe brntal contest waged on the part of the
North by mercenaries against wen who are tighting for
the Lanlienable right of meu, the choles of their own
Governme, and hay o Joosed for some p-leomng trait,
for & token of thas ehiv which soldic: « nad seamen
oven in st unjust cause will show, if ouly tor the bonor
of their eloth - Dut in the abyss of depravity into wnich
the Northern States have sunk, we havo louked for such
w token in vain, The spirit of the filibuster and the
border ruffian has obliterated from the aimies and na-
vies of the North the commonest virtues of humanity.
*Hlonest” Abe and his ofticers, on sea and on land, ilus-
trato tie ‘good old plan.'  They take what they can
get, no matter how they get it, and they keep it as long
aa they can, or dare,”

Comment upon such language is unnecessary.
We only remind our readers that it comes from
the press of a country which is, at this very mo-
ment, without diplomatic communication with
the samo Brazil now patronized by them on ao-
count of an act of Great Britain, which tha
governments and the press of all Continental
Europe were unanimous in characterizing a3
# high-handed and entirely unprovoked out-

ragc.\
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MORE CROTON WANTED.

+The extraordinary precautions suggested by
the Rebel attempt to burn the eity bave resulted
in making it far more secure than ever against
incendiaries. But there are some deficiencies
which cannot be remedied in a day.

1t is noticeable that nearly if not all the hotels
were fired in the upper stories, and there ofn ba
no doubt that this was done from a knowledge
that in the lower part of theeity the Croton does
not rise sbove the second or third floor. Of
courso the want of water to be turned on eopi-
ously at & moment's notice immensely facilitates
any schems for the destruction of these
houses, In the case of accidental fires fho
same want may have just as deplorable
effoets. In the Astor House, for instance, the
wash-basins even on the office floor have to bs
supplied at noon by hand. The Croton is ex-
hausted of its force by the vast number of ser-
vice pipes which proceed 1rom the same main,
and what is true of this one hotel is true equally
of all or nearly all the buildings in the lower
part of the city, Various contrivances are ro-
sorted to in order to force tho water up to tha
third and fourth and fifth foors. There are
tanks, and hydraulie rams, and steam pumps—
all expensive, somo of them wasting great quan-
tities of water, and at Lest doing only at great
cost what the Croton, if properly manazed,
wounld do for itself. In the hotels—or in some
of them—water is kept on all the floors in pails,
put that is a very imperfect resource in com-
parison with the abundant flow which ought to
be relied on from the Croton pipes, at all hights,
and at all hours of the day.

Ten years ago this failure of the Croton was
unknown. Water found its way, without dif
fieulty, wherever it was wanted. Since that
time the Croton Board has spent great sums of
money to improve the water supply; but it i3
getting worse and worsa every year. It is
quite time some remedy should be discovered
and applied; and the incendiary eflorts of lust
week will have done good service if they direct
popular attention to this urgent necessity for an
improvement on the present method of convey:
ing Croton to the lower Wards.

Musge FraNcAlS AXD Rovan.—Orders for
purchase st the sale in Loudon of -thess magnificent
works must go by to-day's steamer, through St &
Sedgwick, No, 34 Wall-st. At the same sals the copper
plates will be disposed of. and large numbers of sterce
type plates, aad eopics of many other valuable works
belonging to the satate of the lste Wm. €. Hall

Mr. Oscanyan has taken s hail on Brosdway
which he is fitting up for & serice of representations ol
Turkiah 1ife sod manners, The **Moddshh” (in char-
scter of which he sppears) is the Turkish Story-telleg,
and Bis tales sud living fllustrations will no doubs be

oven more amusiog and instruotive than his leotures
bave besa. .



